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VOLUME 88  |  ISSUE NO. 3  |  APRIL 2026   

MEETINGS LOCATION: 

1620 N. Carpenter Rd. C32, Modesto 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

• 4/20/2026 – Special Program “Tricolor Shadows” 

(In-person Only) 

For the following meetings Zoom links will be distributed shortly 

before each meeting date. 

• 5/4/2026 – Monthly Competition Meeting 

• 6/1/2026 – Monthly Competition Meeting 

CHALLENGE DIVISION TOPICS FOR 2026 

• May – Flowers 

• June – Windows 

• October – Night Images 

• November – Seen Better Days 

  

  

 

Important Contact Information 

Sam Shaw ----------------------------  President 

209-634-3110  ------------- lovesphoto@aol.com 

Taresa Joy ----------------------------- Secretary 

209-619-0973 -------- rjoyfamily@gmail.com 

Gary Hunter -------------------------- Treasurer 

209-847-1607 ------ riverhunter@gmail.com 

Sam Shaw ------------------------- Digital Chair 

209-634-3110 ---------- lovesphoto@aol.com 

Jim Gain---------------------------Screen Editor 

209-602-4596 -------- jimgain58@gmail.com 

Competitions will be held BOTH In-Person & via 

Zoom. The digital chair will e-mail all members 

the Zoom link information one week prior to 

the competition meeting. 

   

MODESTO 
CAMERA CLUB 

2026 

mailto:lovesphoto@aol.com
mailto:jimgain58@gmail.com
http://www.modestocameraclub.net/
http://www.sjvccc.org/
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Every bloom has a personality—your job is simply to coax it into the spotlight. 

Great flower photography starts with understanding light. Soft, 

diffused light—especially on overcast days or in open shade—

brings out delicate textures without harsh shadows. Early 

morning is ideal: petals are fresh, colors are rich, and the low-

angle light adds dimension. If the sun is bright, use a diffuser or 

your own shadow to soften the scene and regain control over 

contrast.  

Composition is where a flower portrait truly comes alive. Get 

close, explore angles, and look for clean backgrounds that let the 

bloom stand out. A slight shift left or right can eliminate 

distractions, while shooting at the flower’s level creates a more 

intimate, immersive feel. Don’t be afraid to fill the frame or 

experiment with negative space—flowers are wonderfully forgiving subjects.  

Depth of field is your storytelling tool. A wide aperture (f/2.8–

f/5.6) isolates the subject and creates that dreamy, painterly 

background we all love. For more detailed botanical-style images, 

stop down to increase sharpness across the petals. A tripod helps 

when working with smaller apertures or in low light, and it 

encourages slower, more intentional composition. 

Finally, pay attention to the small things: a gentle breeze, a stray 

petal, or a distracting stem can make or break the shot. 

Sometimes the best accessory is a simple clamp to steady the 

flower, or a small piece of white card to bounce light into the 

shadows. With patience and a willingness to explore, you’ll find 

that every bloom offers a new opportunity to create something 

beautiful.  
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MODESTO CAMERA CLUB 2026 IMAGE GALLERY LINK 

CHALLENGE DIVISION APRIL 2026 RESULTS 

 

________________________________________ FILLER IMAGE BELOW______________________________________ 

 

 

 
Black Skimmer doing what they do best by Jim Gain   

https://jimgain.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images
https://jimgain.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-pZws6Gc/0/LzBFfSC9bTHqV7dJPwqjhK3K7V7vG3XPqC6rLspR3/X2/N1-GAIN-Jim-Black%20Skimmer%20doing%20what%20they%20do%20best-X2.jpg
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CHALLENGE DIVISION PERFECT 10S (APRIL 2026) – ‘BOATS AND SHIPS’ PHOTOGRAPHY 

– JUDGED BY SUSAN BOVEY 

 
The Amalia Coming at You 

by Jim Gain 

 
Helsinki Harbor 

by Taresa Joy 

 
Two men bass fishing cado 

lake by Gary Hunter 

 
1970s Chinese Junk Victoria 

harbor Hong Kong by Nick 

Crooker 

 
Ancient Wooden Boat by 

Rinda Webber 

 
Shipwreck at Cayucos by 

Barbara Shaw 

 
Sailing on the bay with the 

spinnaker flying by Jim 

Menard 

 
Boat line up at Hyde Street 

Pier San Francisco with 

treatment by Bob Shroyer 

 
The Deterioration of 

Shipwreck Point Reyes by 

Sam Shaw 

 
Sailing at Sunset 

by Paula Shroyer 

 

________________________________________ FILLER IMAGE BELOW______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glacier NP Falls by Gary Hunter   

https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-Mz6SWfJ/0/LfMhgKTdKdMs2C7CKQKnxdQdKfGDMQBq5vNvwLpRh/X2/C1-GAIN-Jim-The%20Amalia%20Coming%20at%20You-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-Kpqx9BJ/0/NVZKfZ5527bjdJKTDmxSzwm7Vp4rd6LNkMC8V2Pbr/X2/C1-Joy-T-Helsinki%20Harbor-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-sJPd687/0/MXGcMCkpWdWGsDSwxxTNhrsw79wqrcFMtWWwCxRqZ/X2/c1-Hunter-gary-Two%20men%20bass%20fishing%20cado%20lake-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-JPNHDxt/0/Njg3jf6dvTxWcXMQ2QCjjZqZPtSBPhpCPmzHSRhGq/X2/C1-Crooker-N-1970%27s%20Chinese%20Junk%20Victoria%20harbor%20Hong%20Kong-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-tTNFQZ2/0/M6cTc8n6VCr8Mc3BzDrhRgjVpHzJC2VqXTZWZhnBq/X2/C1-Webber-R-Ancient%20Wooden%20Boat--2%20%20RS-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-xpMMdff/0/KWv79jfksrdd3k8kS9bmhTGnzkkVpQMfZ4f893JQb/X2/C1-SHAW-B-Shipwreck%20at%20Cayucos-DBARB%202024%2010-0233-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-d2Xfd5R/0/L96tHNsQVqKM7wfDj2PmsRQxJNVptJxHqMZ89MnMW/X2/C1-Menard-J-Sailing%20%20on%20the%20bay%20with%20the%20spinnaker%20flying-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-rjx6Z6B/0/MM4qjTSs8mdR2MfWf47jBPTXznhPXwSqW9sqZh5NV/X2/C1-Shroyer-B-Boat%20line%20up%20at%20Hyde%20Street%20Pier%20San%20Francisco%20with%20treatment-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-x22pHrJ/0/KDHLwwh5dMRV4H6sJ6R4h9xvfsHBhL8F9QHST4stb/X2/C1-SHAW-S-The%20Deteration%20of%20Shipwreck%20Point%20Reyes-CRE%200746-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-34PZtZ4/0/MtXJ3TDG6gPcTw3WHFBCgmKKrbwj5DpHZKX9wxKs5/X2/C1-Shroyer-P-Sailing%20at%20Sunset-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-5VqQb95/0/LtXKrcPW4Zw64mRvDGVXpWjgw4HM58wMTNnj6dm4D/X2/N1-Hunter-Gary-Glacier%20NP%20Falls-X2.jpg
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MODESTO CAMERA CLUB 2026 IMAGE GALLERY LINK 

NATURE DIVISION APRIL 2026 RESULTS 

 

 

________________________________________ FILLER IMAGE BELOW______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bristlecone in Snow by Sam Shaw   

https://jimgain.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images
https://jimgain.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-dq64grx/0/LFgkmnL5HgXnwMvz9Vk4GMvQg6MLQps5XZkZwsHMJ/X2/N1-SHAW-S-Bristlecone%20in%20Snow-2011-13-5876-X2.jpg
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NATURE DIVISION PERFECT 10S (APRIL 2026) 

– JUDGED BY SUSAN BOVEY 

 
Grizzly Bears Fighting in the Water 

by Rinda Webber 

 
Short-eared Owl on the Hunt in the San 

Joaquin Grasslands by Jim Gain 

 
Sunset Death Valley 

by Gary Hunter 

 
Malay Lacewing Butterflies Mating 

by Sam Shaw 

 

  

 

 

________________________________________ FILLER IMAGE BELOW______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kelp #3 by Jack Hall   

https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-GCjWGbX/0/NBLTXhZtMspMQ2dR7TfDtLvvXqgrhnpWSTZGthgJ3/X2/N1-Webber-R-%20Grizzlie%20Bears%20Fighting%20in%20the%20Water-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-9dJ5BSp/0/MKjgGZJT4QZcX8tZz9n5mG8JxKzHTsV86gff2XfxZ/X2/N1-GAIN-Jim%20-%20Short-eared%20Owl%20on%20the%20Hunt%20in%20the%20San%20Joaquin%20Grasslands-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-sFBTpZj/0/MhVvv9gx63Xgp6jk84XdjcMc8PN7XMXrSvfn5QLD6/X2/n1-Hunter-Gary-Sunset%20Death%20Valley-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-bLgHdGj/0/Kv2vkX8nzCfWLJhhpWZGVfp2vBcRbpBDJFDq6wrMx/X2/N1-SHAW-S-Malay%20Lacewing%20Butterflies%20Mating-2018-72-10160-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-K3Lh5mc/0/M6CNnpSHRt7zjRVbcVskzNk2Cf5CSrqKCw95kn7QD/X2/P1-Hall-%20Kelp%20%233%20P7120473-001-X2.jpg
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MODESTO CAMERA CLUB 2026 IMAGE GALLERY LINK 

PICTORIAL DIVISION APRIL 2026 RESULTS 

 

________________________________________ FILLER IMAGE BELOW______________________________________ 

 

 
Abandoned Farmhouse by Rinda Webber   

https://jimgain.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images
https://jimgain.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-kmxdBwC/0/KX6VbzZJbHDV2RsQhWD6X5jvTwSqFhBwrRdBkwZx9/XL/P1-Webber-R-%20Abandoned%20Farm%20House-XL.jpg
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PICTORIAL DIVISION PERFECT 10S (APRIL 2026) 

– JUDGED BY SUSAN BOVEY 

 
Two at the International 

Forest of Cars by Barbara 

Shaw 

 
A Male Anna’s 

Hummingbird Poses for his 

Portrait by Jim Gain 

 
Nature’s Sand Art by the Sea 

by Rinda Webber 

 
Methane bubbles in frozen 

lake by Gary Hunter 

 
Colorful Nets and Lines 

number 399 by Jim Menard 

 
Red Rock Canyon with 

dramatic sky by Jim 

Menard 

 
1965 Corvette B 

Production racing at 

Laguna Seca raceway by 

Bob Shroyer 

 
Sunset Glow, Oregon Coast 

by Paula Shroyer 

 
Dubrovnik Thru The Castle 

Wall by Eric Bjerke 

 
Stallions Fighting for 

Dominance In Winter by 

Rinda Webber 

 
A Turkey Vulture Warms 

up at the Beginning of a 

New Day by Jim Gain 

 
Mists in black and white 

by Gary Hunter 

 
Work Starts At Sunrise 

by Taresa Joy 

 
1919 Red Barn in the 

Palouse by Barbara Shaw 

 
Shark Fin and Milky Way 

by Sam Shaw 

 

 
Full moon rising over 

Yosemite Valley with 

climbers on El Capitan by 

Bob Shroyer 

 
A Beautiful Day in Yosemite 

by Paula Shroyer 

  

 

 

 

https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-sV5Nnhc/0/NMVqfrPBDcNNmDWkfcqjFjjvhTxv4czHLmrzwKWcT/X2/P1-SHAW-B-Two%20at%20the%20International%20Forest%20of%20Cars%20-%20NV-DBARB%202024-18-171809-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-NSqfp3k/0/MVRCCgXgm5V66K62Jf3c92jf97nLHxnwfwQp2tXKx/X2/P1-GAIN-Jim-A%20Male%20Anna%27s%20Hummingbird%20Poses%20for%20his%20Portrait-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-Bm9GGrH/0/MWcSpscbQZnSRg8KwtX5s9hJgGCNtG5dmgpQQvfXg/X2/P2-Webber-R-%20Nature%27s%20Sand%20Art%20by%20the%20Sea-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-Xk6S8n5/0/NBcdkqMv2Vns6dbrShrG6Wp3bPJXNmqjng6NktxvS/X2/p1-Hunter-Gary-Methane%20bubbles%20in%20frozen%20lake-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-632CV8Q/0/K5mZqS6NQFdm4NwcMSdgGV5QWTnBkKXVrwCbG4F7m/X2/P2-Menard-J-Colorful%20Nets%20and%20Lines%20number%20399-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-X2JrqsH/0/KtJZwt3gNTvFhFXKb9LDqdjM4FNSWF4fCQTZmCJC6/X2/P1-Menard-J-Red%20Rock%20Canyon%20with%20dramatic%20sky-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-Fb73bwP/0/KmDmzTHRKk8RLb9bQZQ6spcxSgKwvXxKm9ffCVDSt/X2/P1-Shroyer-B-1965%20Corvette%20B%20Production%20racing%20at%20Laguna%20Seca%20raceway-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-pvtsWjZ/0/K7z2SPDPjVzbbqXJrFmQQxp6PsqHx3LGLf2ps6spS/X2/P1-Shroyer-P-Sunset%20Glow%2C%20Oregon%20Coast-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-RpNLCF3/0/MvgTbw36Rjhd9PQwV3N5bQsPtppFtwLVBZLcqGpsM/X2/P2-bjerke-Dubrovnik%20Thru%20The%20Castle%20Wall-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-ZLrN7QH/0/KVwzCVV6Wzv26M5rcScWGnR97rgX69HhpR8NWVCmV/X2/P1-Webber-R-Stallions%20Fighting%20for%20Dominance%20In%20Winter-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-HDSbpzf/0/K9wHFP47KzZCWQtqBXBGn5zJGM6D6qKJzgCwNtpFz/X2/P2-GAIN-Jim-A%20Turkey%20Vulture%20Warms%20up%20at%20the%20Beginning%20of%20a%20New%20Day-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-ZWhQ5d2/0/LXh38CVtQpzdKMHfpCGNcBpqB5QJ53jhKHLSPj5g2/X2/p2-Hunter-Gary-Mists%20in%20black%20and%20white-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-H8KNnSn/0/LdRwcz85GkQsJLSsQxZpx2BGqZTqVcGFkg9GMGtWh/X2/P2-Joy-T-Work%20Starts%20At%20Sunrise-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-rt78PkX/0/K8nH837B2Vw4dBGT64sN4CFgZ5pPXbvM5GpjqmfKz/X2/P2-SHAW-B-1919%20Red%20Barn%20in%20the%20Palouse-DBARB%202025-03-1000774-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-gGNjWgm/0/LNFzKgftWcZPvm6GdqPdddtQnJXDfM3Ng3mKwrKtX/X2/P2-SHAW-S-Shark%20Fin%20and%20Milky%20Way-CRE%200767-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-kvXPB23/0/KRrMfp3tNSTNQb3FKd9rFfJKdjHrVJCzhR48X4Ns7/X2/P2-Shroyer-B-Full%20moon%20rising%20over%20Yosemite%20Valley%20with%20climbers%20on%20El%20Capitan-X2.jpg
https://photos.smugmug.com/MCC-2026-Images/i-68c8fpx/0/L6mhMg9jX6jncfHk4TrNb5x6QN5JdPp3cC9jpmP8w/X2/P2-Shroyer-P-A%20Beautiful%20Day%20in%20Yosemite-X2.jpg

